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(b) Upon accumulating 4,000 landings on
the left and right MLG fittings or within the
next 50 landings after the effective date of
this AD, whichever occurs later, and
thereafter at intervals not to exceed 400
landings, inspect the MLG hinge support
angles for cracks in accordance with the
following, as applicable:

(1) For the HP.137 MK1 and Jetstream
series 200 airplanes: British Aerospace MSB
7/8, which incorporates the following
effective pages:

Pages Revision level Date

2, 5, 6, 7, and
8.

Revision 2 .... January 6,
1983.

1, 3, and 4 .... Revision 3 .... May 23, 1988
.

(2) For the Jetstream Model 3101 airplanes:
Jetstream Alert Service Bulletin (ASB) 32–A–
JA 850127, which incorporates the following
effective pages:

Pages Revision level Date

5 through 14 Original Issue April 17,
1985.

1 through 4 ... Revision 2 .... November
11, 1994.

(c) Install improved design MLG fittings,
part number (P/N) 1379133B1 and
1379133B2 (Modification 5218). Perform this
installation at the applicable compliance
time presented below ( paragraphs (c)(1) and
(c)(2) of this AD). Accomplish this
installation in accordance with Jetstream
Service Bulletin (SB) 57–JM 5218, which
incorporates the following effective pages:

Pages Revision level Date

3, 5, 6, 7, 8,
9, 11, 12,
17, 18, 19,
21, 22, 23,
24, 27, 28,
29, 30, and
31.

Revision 1 .... September
29, 1987.

25 and 26 ..... Revision 2 .... August 24,
1988.

10 and 20 ..... Revision 3 .... January 29,
1990.

1, 2, 4, 13,
14, 15, and
16.

Revision 4 .... October 31,
1990.

(1) Prior to further flight after finding any
crack during an inspection required by
paragraph (b) of this AD; or

(2) Upon accumulating 20,000 landings on
the left and right MLG fittings or within the
next 50 landings after the effective date of
this AD (whichever occurs later).

(d) Incorporating Modification 5218 as
required by paragraph (c) of this AD
terminates the repetitive inspection
requirement of paragraph (a) of this AD. The
repetitive inspections of the MLG support
angles required by paragraph (b) of this AD
are still required.

(e) Special flight permits may be issued in
accordance with sections 21.197 and 21.199
of the Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR

21.197 and 21.199) to operate the airplane to
a location where the requirements of this AD
can be accomplished.

(f) An alternative method of compliance or
adjustment of the initial or repetitive
compliance times that provides an equivalent
level of safety may be approved by the
Manager, Small Airplane Directorate, 1201
Walnut, suite 900, Kansas City, Missouri
64106.

(1) The request shall be forwarded through
an appropriate FAA Maintenance Inspector,
who may add comments and then send it to
the Manager, Small Airplane Directorate.

(2) Alternative methods of compliance
approved in accordance with AD 82–20–04
R1 (superseded by this action) are not
considered approved as alternative methods
of compliance with this AD.

Note 3: Information concerning the
existence of approved alternative methods of
compliance with this AD, if any, may be
obtained from the Small Airplane
Directorate.

(g) Questions or technical information
related to the service information referenced
in this AD should be directed to British
Aerospace (Operations) Limited, Prestwick
International Airport, Ayrshire, KA9 2RW,
Scotland; telephone: (44–292) 79888;
facsimile: (44–292) 79703; or AI(R) Ltd.,
13850 McLearen Road, Herndon, Virginia
22071; telephone: (703) 736–4325; facsimile:
(703) 736–4399. This service information
may be examined at the FAA, Central Region,
Office of the Regional Counsel, Room 1558,
601 E. 12th Street, Kansas.

(h) This amendment supersedes AD 82–
20–04 R1, Amendment 39–4468.

Issued in Kansas City, Missouri, on
February 26, 1998.
Marvin R. Nuss,
Acting Manager, Small Airplane Directorate,
Aircraft Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 98–5518 Filed 3–3–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–13–U

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 300

[FRL–5973–7]

Extension of Comment Period for the
GE-Housatonic Site Included in
National Priorities List for Uncontrolled
Hazardous Waste Sites, Proposed Rule
No. 23

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency.
ACTION: Proposed rule; extension of
comment period for GE-Housatonic site.

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is extending the comment
period for the GE-Housatonic site in
Pittsfield, Massachusetts which was
proposed to be added to the National
Priorities List (NPL) on September 25,
1997 (62 FR 50450). The comment

period was scheduled to end on
November 24, 1997. However, due to
the unique circumstances surrounding
the GE-Housatonic site, the comment
period was extended until March 1,
1998 (62 FR 60199, November 7, 1997).
This new document further extends the
comment period until May 1, 1998.

The Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) has formed a partnership with
several state and federal agencies
(intergovernmental team) in order to
achieve a comprehensive solution to the
environmental problems at the GE/
Housatonic River Site in Pittsfield, MA.
The Intergovernmental Team is
comprised of representatives from EPA,
the Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection, the
Massachusetts Executive Office of
Environmental Affairs, the
Massachusetts Attorney General’s
Office, the Connecticut Department of
Environmental Protection, the
Connecticut Attorney General’s Office,
the US Department of Interior, the US
Fish and Wildlife Service, the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, and the United States
Department of Justice. The
Intergovernmental Team is attempting
to negotiate, with General Electric, a
comprehensive solution in lieu of final
listing of the General Electric/
Housatonic River Site on the National
Priorities list. March 30, 1998, has now
been set as the appropriate deadline for
concluding negotiations. In order to
facilitate this intensive and
comprehensive negotiation, the EPA has
decided to extend the public comment
period until May 1, 1998.

Numerous parties, including the
public, are directly or indirectly
participating in these negotiations.
These parties include the City of
Pittsfield and other cities and towns
downstream of the GE facility,
environmental and business groups. It is
EPA’s view that the added time for
comments will improve the quality of
comments eventually submitted.

DATES: Comments regarding the GE-
Housatonic site must be submitted
(postmarked) on or before May 1, 1998.

ADDRESSES: By Postal Mail: Mail
original and three copies of comments
(no facsimiles or tapes) to Docket
Coordinator, Headquarters; U.S. EPA;
CERCLA Docket Office; (Mail Code
5201G); 401 M Street, SW; Washington,
DC 20460; 703/603–9232.

By Overnight Mail: Send original and
three copies of comments (no facsimiles
or tapes) to Docket Coordinator,
Headquarters; U.S. EPA; CERCLA
Docket Office; 1235 Jefferson Davis
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Highway; Crystal Gateway #1, First
Floor; Arlington, VA 22202.

By E-Mail: Comments in ASCII format
only may be mailed directly to
SUPERFUND.DOCKET@
EPAMAIL.EPA.GOV. E-mailed
comments must be followed up by an
original and three copies sent by mail or
Federal Express.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Terry Keidan, State and Site
Identification Center, Office of
Emergency and Remedial Response
(Mail Code 5204G), U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, 401 M Street, SW,
Washington, DC, 20460; telephone (703)
603–8852.

Dated: February 24, 1998.
Larry G. Reed,
Acting Director, Office of Emergency and
Remedial Response.
[FR Doc. 98–5555 Filed 3–3–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560–50–U

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679

[Docket No. 980212037–8037–01; I.D.
012798A]

RIN 0648-AJ87

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Halibut Donation
Program

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Proposed rule; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS proposes regulations to
implement Amendment 50 to the
Fishery Management Plan for
Groundfish of the Gulf of Alaska and
Amendment 50 to the Fishery
Management Plan for the Groundfish
Fishery of the Bering Sea and Aleutian
Islands Area (FMPs) that have been
submitted by the North Pacific Fishery
Management Council (Council) for
Secretarial review. This rule would
authorize the limited retention of Pacific
halibut taken as bycatch in the
groundfish trawl fisheries off Alaska for
distribution to economically
disadvantaged individuals by tax-
exempt organizations through a NMFS-
authorized distributor. This action
would support industry initiatives to
reduce regulatory discards in the
groundfish fisheries by processing
halibut bycatch for human

consumption. This action is necessary
to promote the goals and objectives of
the FMPs that govern the commercial
groundfish fisheries off Alaska.
DATES: Comments on the proposed rule
must be received by April 20, 1998.
ADDRESSES: Comments should be
submitted to the Assistant Regional
Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries
Division, Alaska Region, NMFS, P.O.
Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802, Attn:
Lori Gravel, or delivered to the Federal
Building, 709 West 9th Street, Juneau,
AK, Attn: Lori Gravel. Copies of the
proposed Amendments to the FMP and
the Environmental Assessment/
Regulatory Impact Review (EA/RIR) and
related economic analysis prepared for
the proposed action are available from
NMFS at the above address or by calling
the Alaska Region, NMFS, at 907–586–
7228. Send comments regarding burden
estimates or any other aspect of the data
requirements, including suggestions for
reducing burdens to NMFS and to the
Office of Information and Regulatory
Affairs, Office of Management and
Budget (OMB), Washington, DC 20503,
Attn: NOAA Desk Officer.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Alan Kinsolving, NMFS, 907–586–7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Management Background and Need for
Action

The domestic groundfish fisheries in
the exclusive economic zone of the Gulf
of Alaska and the Bering Sea and
Aleutian Islands management area are
managed by NMFS under the FMPs. The
FMPs were prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
(Council) under the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act).
Regulations governing the Alaska
groundfish fisheries appear at 50 CFR
parts 600 and 679.

The Council has submitted
Amendments 50/50 to the FMPs for
Secretarial review and a Notice of
Availability of the FMP amendments
was published on February 4, 1998 (63
FR 5777) with comments on the FMP
amendments invited through April 6,
1998. All written comments received by
April 6, 1998, whether specifically
directed to the FMP amendments, the
proposed rule, or both, will be
considered in the approval/disapproval
decision on the FMP amendments.

Pacific halibut are taken incidentally
to the Alaska groundfish fisheries.
Vessels participating in these fisheries
typically use trawl, hook-and-line, or
pot gear. Trawl gear accounts for most
of the groundfish catch, and for about 84
percent of the halibut bycatch mortality.

A portion of this bycatch is landed dead
at shoreside processing facilities
because sorting of catch at sea is not
always feasible. Such bycatch must then
be returned to Federal waters for
disposal as a prohibited species. Total
halibut bycatch mortality in the Alaska
groundfish fisheries was estimated to be
6,757 metric tons during 1996.

In general, no information exists to
indicate that the current level of halibut
bycatch landed at shoreside processing
sites in the Alaska trawl fisheries
presents critical conservation issues.
The International Pacific Halibut
Commission (IPHC) has recommended
enhanced data collection at shoreside
processing plants to assess the levels of
shoreside landings of trawl halibut
bycatch.

At its January 1996 Annual Meeting,
the IPHC endorsed a pilot program
allowing limited retention of halibut
bycatch for donation to the needy
through food bank organizations. The
pilot program was intended to explore
ways to reduce discard of dead halibut
and to improve bycatch records.
However, NMFS was not able to identify
an acceptable administrative procedure
for transferring halibut bycatch from
shoreside processing plants to the
government for distribution to foodbank
organizations. At its 1997 Annual
Meeting, the IPHC requested that its
staff work with NMFS to develop an
acceptable administrative procedure for
limited retention of halibut bycatch
landed at shoreside processing plants.
NMFS recommended that amendments
to the FMPs be prepared to allow a
NMFS authorized distributor(s) to
receive and distribute halibut bycatch.
The program would be similar to the
current salmon donation program
authorized at 50 CFR 679.26. The IPHC
staff further recommended that
regulations implementing the FMP
amendments be effective only for a 3-
year period so that management
agencies may assess the halibut
donation program prior to determining
whether to continue it under a future
regulatory amendment.

At its April 1997 meeting, the Council
adopted Amendments 50/50 and
recommended that they be implemented
on a temporary basis, to assess the
feasibility of a donation program for
halibut bycatch landed dead at
shoreside processors. The Council’s
recommendation endorses the policy of
reducing unnecessary discard of dead,
but wholesome, fish, thereby benefitting
the public by allowing fish that would
otherwise be discarded to be retained
for processing and delivery to food bank
organizations. The Council’s intent in
making its recommendation was to
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